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"Quirky,	witty,	literate."—Washington	Post"Rainn	Wilson's	memoir	captures	essence	of	his	offbeat	humor."	—“Wilson	defies	the	typical	tropes	of	celebrity	memoir.	At	points,	Bassoon	King’s	episodes	read	with	the	comparably	startling,	surreal	and	yet	downright	endearing	outrageousness	of	an	Augusten	Burroughs	or	even	David	Sedaris	essay…
Wilson’s	memoir	details	what	it’s	like	for	a	regular	human,	a	relatable	human,	a	nerd	to	become	famous	after	climbing	the	proverbial	ladder	of	professional	acting	(whilst	keeping	your	humanity	and	your	grounded	perspective	intact).”—Paste	Magazine,	a	top	10	book	of	November"Filled	with	genuinely	fascinating	stories	about	his	unusual	upbringing,
his	entrée	into	the	comedy	world	and	his	thoughtfully	developed	views	on	life,	Wilson’s	book	is	an	unsurprisingly	funny	and	surprisingly	poignant	entry	in	the	cavalcade	of	celebrity	memoirs."—“A	breath	of	fresh	air	in	a	genre	desperately	gasping	for	some...a	deeply	personal	recollection	of	Wilson's	journey	from	bassoon	player	to	Emmy-nominated
beet	farmer…It's	outlandish	and	unexpected,	but	it	reads	real.”—You	know	Rainn	Wilson	as	Dwight	from	NBC’sThe	Office,	but	I’m	not	sure	many	are	fully	prepared	for	how	outrageous	and	often	endearing	his	life	story	can	be,	captured	in	the	pages	ofThe	Bassoon	King.”—Oakland	Press"Wilson's	hilarious	book	is	a	brisk,	delightful	read	for	his	devoted
fans."—American	WayThe	Office	star	brings	a	value-added	approach	to	his	new	book	The	Bassoon	King:	It's	a	coming-of-age	story	and	a	showbiz	memoir	and	a	funny	read.	Wilson	also	brings	a	values-added	approach:	The	Bassoon	King	is	a	gentle	introduction	to	the	Bahá'i	Faith,	which	Wilson	re-embraced	as	an	adult,	after	wrestling	with	both	drugs
and	the	question	of	meaning	in	his	life."	—Milwaukee	Journal-Sentinel“Wilson’s	story	is	engaging…Readers	will	relish	his	experiences	as	Dwight	Schrute	(who	contributes	the	book’s	foreword)	in	The	Office—snagging	the	part,	the	show’s	debut,	the	actors	and	writers,	and	behind-the-scenes	reminiscences.”—“[Wilson]	shares	the	ups	and	downs	of	his
journey	to	fame	in	this	funny	and	frank	memoir…	of	particular	interest	to	aspiring	actors	and	other	creative	types,	as	well	as	the	many	fans	of	the	long-running	NBC	comedy.”—Booklist"Certainly	for	fans	of	The	Office,	but	the	amiable	actor	also	offers	thoughtful	glimpses	into	the	realities	of	the	TV	and	film	industry	and	an	impassioned	rationale	for
living	an	openly	spiritual	life."	—Kirkus	Reviews		RAINN	WILSON	is	best	known	for	his	Emmy-nominated	role	as	Dwight	Schrute	on	NBC’s	The	Office,	though	today	he’s	equally	well-known	for	his	millions	of	Twitter	followers	and	the	philosophy	website	he	founded,	SoulPancake,	which	launched	a	New	York	Times	bestselling	book	of	the	same
name.From	the	Hardcover	edition.	--This	text	refers	to	the	audioCD	edition.	Each	Great	on	Kindle	book	offers	a	great	reading	experience,	at	a	better	value	than	print	to	keep	your	wallet	happy.	Explore	your	book,	then	jump	right	back	to	where	you	left	off	with	Page	Flip.	View	high	quality	images	that	let	you	zoom	in	to	take	a	closer	look.	Enjoy	features
only	possible	in	digital	â€“	start	reading	right	away,	carry	your	library	with	you,	adjust	the	font,	create	shareable	notes	and	highlights,	and	more.	Discover	additional	details	about	the	events,	people,	and	places	in	your	book,	with	Wikipedia	integration.	View	the	Kindle	edition	of	this	book	Get	the	free	Kindle	app:	[PDF]	Download	The	Bassoon	King:	My
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Stephen	King’s	novels	become	box	office	hits.	Since	the	70s,	we’ve	been	watching	his	books	get	turned	into	classic	films.	The	Shining,	Carrie,	and	Stand	By	Me	are	just	some	of	the	many	King	adaptations	that	morphed	from	the	page	straight	to	the	big	screen.	Yet	some	of	his	best	books	have	gone	under	the	radar	because	they	haven’t	been	made	into
movies.		Here	are	the	best	King	books	that	have	yet	to	be	adapted	into	films.		Stephen	King	|	Gary	Miller/Getty	Images	The	Stand	Despite	The	Stand	receiving	a	TV	adaptation	in	1994,	King’s	epic	novel	has	yet	to	be	made	into	a	film.	Although	a	movie	version	of	The	Stand	is	a	terrific	idea,	it	makes	sense	that	it	hasn’t	been	made	into	a	movie	yet.	With
the	book	being	over	1,000	pages	long,	the	film	would	have	to	be	over	four	hours	to	get	all	the	necessary	bits	in	there.		RELATED:	‘The	Stand’:	Why	Stephen	King	Has	Never	Been	Happy	With	the	Ending	The	Stand	tells	the	story	of	a	deadly	virus	that	kills	off	99%	of	the	population.	Although	the	novel	came	out	in	1978,	it	has	made	a	comeback	in	recent
months	due	to	the	current	coronavirus	pandemic.	The	book	is	regarded	by	many	as	one	of	King’s	best	novels	to	date,	but	it	has	yet	to	be	produced	on	the	big	screen.		Even	so,	CBS	All	Access	has	recently	finished	wrapping	up	production	for	a	miniseries	of	The	Stand.	This	should	be	released	sometime	within	the	next	year.				11/22/63	King	fans	can’t
get	enough	of	11/22/63.	This	sizable	work	of	art	is	one	of	King’s	most	romantic	novels	to	date.	Just	when	you	thought	the	horror	author	couldn’t	get	any	better,	he	proves	in	this	book	that	he	is	an	excellent	romance	writer	as	well.	There’s	enough	of	a	love	story	here	to	blow	Nicholas	Sparks	out	of	the	water!	The	novel	tells	the	tale	of	a	man	from	our
current	era,	who	travels	back	in	time	to	the	1960s.	The	reason	he	is	sent	back	in	time	is	that	he	must	single-handedly	prevent	the	JFK	assassination.	All	the	while,	he	ends	up	falling	in	love	with	Sadie,	a	woman	from	the	1960s.	The	fact	that	they	are	from	different	eras	puts	a	damper	on	their	relationship,	yet	they	eventually	work	to	overcome	it.
Regardless	of	how	dire	the	circumstances	are,	the	novel	has	a	feel-good	vibe	to	it.	Although	it	has	not	been	adapted	into	a	movie,	you	can	watch	the	Hulu	TV	series,	11.22.63,	starring	James	Franco.	Mr.	Mercedes	Mr.	Mercedes	|	Brandon	Williams/Getty	Images	Although	it	has	yet	to	be	turned	into	a	film,	Mr.	Mercedes	has	been	adapted	into	a	TV
series	starring	Brendan	Gleeson	and	Mary-Louise	Parker.	You	can	access	the	show	on	Amazon	Prime.	Mr.	Mercedes	(2014)	is	an	incredible	read.	Rather	than	leaning	on	the	horror	genre	where	King	tends	to	thrive,	this	book	is	a	detective	novel.	It	follows	Bill	Hodges	and	his	unlikely	squad	of	detectives,	who	must	take	down	the	murderous	Brady
Hartsfield.	Mr.	Mercedes	reads	like	a	good	episode	of	Criminal	Minds,	and	the	book	is	impossible	to	put	down.		On	Writing		pic.twitter.com/PDZMT0BjUL—	Stephen	King	(@StephenKing)	September	21,	2019	On	Writing	is	the	perfect	book	for	any	aspiring	writer.	While	the	second	half	of	the	book	addresses	King’s	best	writing	advice,	the	first	half	is
dedicated	to	the	master	of	horror’s	upbringing.	King	dives	into	his	humble	beginnings,	and	lets	us	in	on	how	he	managed	to	become	the	best	selling	author	we	know	him	as	today.	On	Writing	has	yet	to	be	adapted	into	a	movie,	but	most	fans	would	love	to	see	an	autobiographical	film	on	the	author.		Jul	14,	2018	Kristina	rated	it	did	not	like	it	I’ve	got	to
stop	reading	junk	like	this.	Rainn	Wilson’s	The	Bassoon	King:	My	Life	in	Art,	Faith,	and	Idiocy	imparts	nothing	of	any	real	interest	to	the	reader.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	The	Office	and	think	there	will	be	cool	behind-the-scenes	stories,	you’re	going	to	be	disappointed.	Wilson	is	a	mediocre	writer	and	his	book	reveals	him	to	be	one	of	those	“theAHter”	snobs.
He	comes	across	as	incredibly	immature	and	intellectually	naïve.	His	chapters	dealing	with	his	faith	are	the	worst	because	he’s	so	I’ve	got	to	stop	reading	junk	like	this.	Rainn	Wilson’s	The	Bassoon	King:	My	Life	in	Art,	Faith,	and	Idiocy	imparts	nothing	of	any	real	interest	to	the	reader.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	The	Office	and	think	there	will	be	cool	behind-
the-scenes	stories,	you’re	going	to	be	disappointed.	Wilson	is	a	mediocre	writer	and	his	book	reveals	him	to	be	one	of	those	“theAHter”	snobs.	He	comes	across	as	incredibly	immature	and	intellectually	naïve.	His	chapters	dealing	with	his	faith	are	the	worst	because	he’s	so	damn	self-satisfied.	Rainn	Wilson	poses	not	very	deep	questions	about	faith,
then	answers	them	himself.	It’s	a	real	intellectual	tour	de	force.	There’s	a	lot	to	not	like	about	this	book,	and	most	of	it’s	Rainn	Wilson.	It’s	possible	that	Rainn	Wilson,	in	person,	is	a	decent	man.	However,	his	own	prose	does	him	no	favors.	He	shouts	at	the	reader	constantly.	OH	MY	GOD	LOOK	AT	ME	SHOUTING	AT	MY	READER.	SEE	ALL	MY	CAPS
AND	EXCLAMATION	MARKS?????!!!!!!!!	He	uses	the	word	“literally”	literally	all	the	time	to	mean	literally:	literally.	He	is	a	grown	ass	man	who	doesn’t	have	the	balls	to	use	profanity	in	his	own	book;	he	inserts	@@!!#$%&*	instead.	Wanting	to	keep	the	book	PG	is	fine	with	me—I	don’t	care;	it’s	not	my	shitty	book.	But	if	he’s	too	delicate	to	spell	out
those	bad	words	he	should	avoid	them	entirely.	He	also	shouts	GOSH-DARNED	at	his	readers	with	absolutely	no	awareness	of	how	silly	it	is.	Wilson	believes	he	is	a	person	on	a	“spiritual	and	artistic	journey	through	life”	(282)	and	because	of	this,	the	reader	gets	the	definite	sense	that	he	sees	himself	as	more	aware,	more	evolved	and	certainly	more
spiritual	than	the	regular	slob	working	a	9-5	office	job	or	the	shift	worker	on	a	construction	crew.	Above	all,	Wilson	is	SPIRITUAL	and	an	ARTEEST.	This	memoir	is	in	chronological	order,	beginning	with	his	birth	and	ending	with	his	media	venture,	SoulPancake.	The	reading	is	not	difficult	and	one	chapter	flows	effortlessly	into	another.	It’s	like
meringue	for	your	brain.	While	living	in	NYC,	Wilson	detours	into	the	clichéd	“drugs	and	alcohol”	phase	of	his	acting	career.	I	hate	to	be	cynical	about	this,	but	it	seems	as	if	drug	use	is	an	obligatory	part	of	becoming	an	artist;	the	more	serious	of	an	arteest	you	are,	the	worse	the	habit.	The	last	few	chapters	detail	his	relationship	with	his	current	wife,
the	birth	of	his	son,	and	The	Office.	A	brief	paragraph	about	his	two	short	chapters	about	The	Office:	Wilson	doesn’t	say	much	about	the	show	itself.	He	probably	devotes	more	words	to	bashing	his	critics	than	discussing	his	time	on	the	show.	The	most	interesting	tidbits	he	revealed:	1)	the	opening	scenes	of	Scranton,	PA	were	filmed	by	Jim	Krasinski
when	he	visited	the	area	to	do	research	and	2)	because	the	show	is	a	mock	documentary,	the	actors	could	be	filmed	at	any	time	so	they	had	to	stay	in	character	the	whole	time	the	camera	was	rolling,	even	if	they	weren’t	in	a	scene—so	that’s	12	hours	a	day	of	pretending	to	work	in	an	office.	Oh,	and	Steve	Carell	sweats	profusely	so	the	temperature	on
set	was	kept	at	64	degrees.	And	that’s	it.	I	didn’t	want	tales	of	nastiness	between	the	actors,	just	what	it	was	like	on	set,	working	with	the	guest	actors,	goofy	pranks,	etc.	Wilson	includes	pictures	of	the	last	day	of	filming	and	the	parade	in	Scranton	but	doesn’t	include	details.	Office	fans:	read	chapters	14	and	15	and	walk	away.	Wilson	isn’t	funny.	I
skimmed	some	GR	reviews	and	that	was	the	overwhelming	complaint:	hey,	he’s	not	funny!	He’s	not	a	comedy	writer,	he’s	an	actor.	Sometimes	the	two	can	cross	over	(see	Mindy	Kaling’s	books;	she’s	pretty	damn	funny)	but	Wilson’s	attempts	at	humor	fail	every	time.	My	only	snicker	came	at	the	very	end	of	the	book	when	he’s	listing	examples	of
comedy	and	Fox	News	is	one	of	them.	(Ironically,	this	section	is	titled:	IF	YOU	THINK	YOU’RE	BEING	FUNNY,	YOU’RE	NOT	BEING	FUNNY.)	The	book	is	jammed	with	examples	of	Wilson	thinking	he	is	being	funny,	but	he’s	not.	His	jokes	are	juvenile	and	lame	and	his	attempts	at	sarcasm…ugh.Wilson	has	this	air	of	superiority	to	him—I’m	spiritual!
I’m	an	artist!	He	seems	to	think	the	majority	of	his	readers	are	drooling	idiots	who	never	move	from	their	couches;	empty	vessels	waiting	to	be	filled	with	knowledge	only	Wilson,	the	spiritual	artist,	can	impart.	During	one	of	his	long	rants	defending	the	idea	of	an	American	version	of	The	Office,	Wilson	says	the	BBC	version	wouldn’t	work	in	America:
…most	prime-time	TV	watchers	in	Kansas	and	Michigan	don’t	really	understand	English	accents	and	lingo.	All	that	talk	of	“the	boot	of	your	lorry,”	“cheers,	mate,”	“bloody	’ell,”	and	“bollocks”	goes	completely	over	the	heads	of	most	corpulent	mid-Americans	who	have	grown	up	watching	The	Brady	Bunch,	Dr.	Phil,	and	Sabrina,	The	Teenage	Witch
(234).	First	of	all,	smartypants,	a	“lorry”	is	a	long	haul	truck.	It	doesn’t	have	a	“boot,”	which	is	what	us	corpulent	mouth-breathing	non-artists	call	the	trunk.	Another	note	on	Wilson’s	faux	intelligence—he	uses	“England,”	“English,”	and	“Britain,”	“British”	interchangeably.	There’s	a	difference,	numbnuts.	Wilson	is	the	arbiter	of	good	taste,	sneering	at
tv	shows	he	doesn’t	like	and	championing	what	he	does	(Game	of	Thrones	is	the	“greatest	TV	show	in	the	history	of	everything,”	288).	He	takes	a	potshot	at	Dennis	Franz,	an	actor	I	happen	to	think	is	genius	(humor,	drama,	he	does	it	all)	and	could	wipe	the	floor	with	Rainn	Wilson	any	day	of	the	week.	He	lists	a	bunch	of	HBO	shows	but	calls	Six	Feet
Under	(the	only	one	he	worked	on)	as	“one	of	the	most	influential	projects	going”	(214).	Really?	The	Wire,	The	Sopranos,	and	Curb	Your	Enthusiasm	weren’t	“influential”	as	well?	He	singles	out	Sex	and	the	City	as	a	show	that	makes	women	“coo”	and	boyfriends	“nauseated.”	Rainn	Wilson,	you	know	nothing.	You’re	ignorant	and	dismissive	of	any
project	you	yourself	didn’t	have	a	part	in.	Wilson	alternately	uses	his	book	to	attack	critics	and	lecture	readers.	Long	passages	are	devoted	to	defending	his	projects,	particularly	the	cancelled	Backstrom	(he	takes	the	opportunity	to	make	a	snarky	comment	about	Breaking	Bad	fans).	In	responding	to	fans	of	the	BBC	Office,	Wilson,	who	lacks	any	sense
of	irony,	calls	them	“tv	snobs”	and	writes	there	are	worse	things	to	be	upset	about	in	the	world	and	shame	on	these	BBC	tv	snobs	for	wasting	so	much	energy	on	being	upset	by	something	so	incredibly	minor.	Wilson	then	continues	to	waste	his	energy	bitching	about	them,	the	tv	industry	in	general,	tv	executives,	and	professional	critics	(who	shouldn’t
have	opinions,	write	their	reviews	all	wrong	and	should	“suck	it”).	If	you	are	not	an	actor	(and	you	must	be	the	right	kind	of	Wilson-approved	actor),	you	are	not	an	artist	and	thus	to	be	scorned.	He	doesn’t	seem	to	recognize	that	all	those	annoying	non-artsy	people	with	the	clipboards	help	make	his	performances	possible.	All	other	regular	people	(the
corpulent	readers	of	this	book)	will	be	lectured	to	by	Wilson.	The	words	“you	see”	signify	the	beginning	of	a	lecture.	“You	see,	chess	team	is	comprised	of…”	(60);	“You	see,	New	York	in	1986	was	a	very,	very	different	place…	(106);	“You	see,	in	Haiti,	as	in	many	other	lower-income	countries,	women	for	the	most	part	are	treated	as	work	animals”
(280);	“You	see,	according	to	the	Baha’i	Faith,	there	is	really	only	one	religion…”	(295);	you	see,	Wilson	thinks	his	readers	are	morons	who	have	no	knowledge	of	the	world.	So	glad	he’s	here	to	enlighten	us.What	I	see	revealed	is	an	immature	person	who	thinks	he’s	smarter	than	everyone	else.	His	whole	chapter	on	being	in	NYC	and	rejecting	his	faith
and	becoming	a	“bohemian”	actor	makes	me	roll	my	eyes.	He’s	so	caught	up	playing	the	part	of	an	artist—or	rather	his	juvenile	idea	of	who	an	artist	is—that	he	neglects	the	actual	artistry.	Dying	your	hair,	wearing	certain	clothes,	taking	drugs,	being	proud	of	living	in	the	dangerous	and	poverty-ridden	parts	of	the	city	(where	he	describes	the
homeless	as	“perky”)	doesn’t	make	you	an	artist.	But	Wilson	believed	he	was	living	the	“bohemian,”	true	artsy	life	style	for	a	while	until	he	had	this	huge	revelation:	he	needs	to	stop	pretending	to	be	someone	he	isn’t	and	stay	true	to	himself.	Wow.	When	he	realized	this	and	recognized	his	limitations	as	an	actor	(he’s	better	in	comedy	roles	than
drama),	he	miraculously	became	a	better	actor	and	his	career	improved.	Also,	God	helped	him	out—because	that’s	God,	always	looking	to	help	an	actor	improve	his	career;	I	mean,	fuck	those	starving	people,	right?—but	I	will	address	Wilson’s	faith	lectures	separately.	Throughout	the	book,	there’s	an	amazing	lack	of	self-awareness.	The	prose	is	so
bland	and	full	of	bad	juvenile	attempts	at	humor	that	it’s	possible	to	miss	how	immature	and	intellectually	stunted	his	passages	about	religion	are.	He	displays	a	certain	kind	of	chauvinism	regarding	women.	It’s	no	wonder	he	views	SATC	as	merely	a	show	that	makes	women	“coo”;	he	describes	his	wife	as	“hot”	many	times.	That’s	not	a	compliment	to
his	wife.	That’s	Wilson	complimenting	himself	on	gaining	a	possession	that’s	very	attractive	and	makes	him—a	self-professed	geek	with	a	large,	ungainly	head—look	good.	He	also	bemoans	the	life	of	his	father,	a	man	unable	to	devote	himself	to	being	an	artist	because	he	had	a	family	to	support.	There’s	no	bemoaning	that	lack	of	artsy	time	for	his
stepmother,	a	woman	who	basically	devoted	her	entire	adult	life	to	Rainn	and	his	father	and	who	was	desperately	unhappy	in	the	marriage.	Did	she	have	dreams	of	being	a	writer,	a	sculptor?	Who	knows.	Wilson	didn’t	say,	but	oh,	his	poor	father.	He	only	had	the	time	to	write	(bad)	science	fiction	novels	at	work	and	then	come	home	to	paint	(terrible)
paintings.	His	birth	mother	actually	left	because	his	father	wasn’t	supportive	of	her	acting.	When	he	and	his	wife	are	invited	to	Haiti	to	conduct	workshops	for	teenage	girls,	he	is	skeptical:	“Why	would	adolescent	girls	without	jobs,	shoes,	roofs,	or	food	benefit	from	doing	drama,	photography,	creative	writing,	and	visual	arts?	They	needed	job	training
and	pants	and	fresh	water,	not	theater	games,	poetry,	and	pretty	pictures”	(279).	An	actor	who	doesn’t	recognize	the	importance	of	creativity	and	art?	Is	it	because	they	are	too	poor?	Too	uneducated?	Too	female?	How	could	he,	a	man	who	yammers	on	for	pages	about	the	connection	between	art	and	spirituality,	not	get	this?	My	guess	is,	he	didn’t
consider	them	capable	of	appreciating	art.	He’s	ignorant	of	the	breadth	and	variety	of	human	existence,	and	that	ignorance	shapes	his	lack	of	understanding	about	spirituality—discussions	he	hammers	the	reader	with,	putting	his	lack	of	intellectual	depth	on	full	display.The	faith	of	Rainn	WilsonWilson	is	not	shy	about	mentioning	his	Baha’i	faith	and
that	didn’t	bother	me.	It	was	his	snarky	asides	to	atheists	(or,	“materialists”	as	he	called	us),	his	lack	of	understanding	about	atheism;	his	ignorance	of	the	definition	of	the	words	“agnostic”	and	“atheist”;	the	arrogance	of	his	superiority	as	a	person	of	faith;	his	“proof”	that	god	exists;	and	the	overwhelming	general	stupidity	that	he	displayed	whenever
he	brought	up	the	topic	of	religion	that	really	pissed	me	off.	Wilson	claims	to	have	read	all	sorts	of	book	exploring	the	idea	of	spirituality.	The	problem	with	his	research	is	that	it	was	god-centered.	In	exploring	spirituality,	he	completely	excludes	the	idea	that	it	is	a	feeling	or	state	of	being	that	doesn’t	need	to	be	god-inspired.	He	arrogantly	assumes
atheists	cannot	experience	spirituality,	don’t	appreciate	art	and	experience	life	as	merely	an	expression	of	body	chemistry	and	biological	functions.	Wilson	is	telling	readers	how	satisfying	it	is	when	he	connects	with	the	audience	and	how	good	it	feels,	something	he	calls	“the	mysterious,	gooey	stuff	of	life.”	In	parentheses,	he	offers	this:	“Translation
for	atheists	and	materialists:	Your	synapses	fire,	causing	a	spontaneous	behavior,	which	triggers	a	pleasant	surprise	auditory	response	from	the	viewers	and	consequently	pleasure	endorphins	are	released	into	your	cerebellum,	causing	you	to	want	to	repeat	the	action	for	another	release	of	chemicals	in	your	opiate	receptors”	(76).	Wilson,	you’re	a
jackass.	Because	of	course	in	the	history	of	the	entire	world,	there’s	never	been	an	atheist	actor.	Or	an	atheist	musician.	Or	an	atheist	whatever	who	had	a	feeling	of	joy	and	pride	and	satisfaction	and	happiness	at	doing	something	well.	Wilson’s	impassioned	defense	of	religion	and	the	“proof”	he	cites	that	god	exists	can	be	boiled	down	to	this:
“Flowers	are	pretty,	humans	can	contemplate	their	navel	but	monkeys	can’t,	the	universe	didn’t	just	come	from	nothing,	everything	must	happen	for	a	reason,	I	believe	in	god,	therefore	there	is	a	god.”	When	Wilson	tries	to	summarize	the	“materialist”	belief	that	morals	are	“inexplicably”	programmed	into	our	biology	and	human/animal	impulses
(150),	he	displays	(again)	his	ignorance	of	biology,	evolution,	social	biology—basically	anything	that	doesn’t	go	along	with	his	religious	beliefs.	He’s	so	ignorant	he	doesn’t	know	what	he	doesn’t	know.	His	discussion	of	atheism	and	agnosticism	is	more	of	the	same—uninformed	blathering.	There	is	a	difference	between	knowing/not	knowing	and
believing/not	believing,	which	is	why	Ricky	Gervais	calls	himself	an	“agnostic	atheist.”	The	narcissism	of	faith	is	on	full	display.	God,	who’d	you	think	is	a	busy	fellow,	is	always	there	to	lend	Wilson	a	helpful	nudge	to	get	his	career	on	track.	“I	was	truly	terrified	by	this	crossroads	[go	to	acting	school	or	continue	undergrad	degree]	and	quite	stumped	as
to	what	to	do	when	I	had	one	of	the	many	mystical	experiences	that	seemed	as	if	the	universe	was	folding	itself	toward	me	and	taking	a	bow,	inviting	me	onto	an	exhilarating	pathway”	(99).	How	important	is	Wilson?	I	mean,	the	fucking	universe	is	concerned	about	his	life	choices!	Despite	being	in	the	process	of	bombing	his	audition	for	the	NYU
acting	program,	the	very	kind	director	of	the	program	knew	he	was	talented	and	coached	him	through	the	audition.	Because	of	her	efforts,	he	got	into	the	program.	But	Wilson	puts	it	down	to	something	that	was	“meant	to	happen”:	“God	reached	out	a	mysterious	hand	and	opened	a	door	to	a	new	room.”	However,	to	the	materialist	“that	mystical
feeling	is	simply	the	endorphins	and	electrical	impulses	of	the	brain	reacting	to	create	emotional	meaning	in	random	chance”	(103).	First	of	all,	you	narcissistic	religious	dipshit,	“materialists”	wouldn’t	have	any	“mystical	feeling.”	They	don’t	think	things	are	“meant	to	happen.”	Shit	happens	and	we	assign	importance	or	patterns	to	it	later	(because
that’s	how	our	brains	work,	read	about	it	sometime).	Our	brains	hate	randomness.	Predicable	patterns	are	best	for	our	survival	(again,	read	about	it).	So	all	those	other	times	you	sucked	in	plays	or	at	auditions,	did	you	feel	the	mystical	hand	of	god?	How	far	does	god’s	interference	go?	Did	he	orchestrate	your	entire	fucking	life	so	you	could	finally
land	what	is	(so	far	and	probably)	the	pinnacle	of	your	professional	acting	career,	playing	a	weirdo	paper	salesman?	I	mean,	this	is	god.	Surely	he’d	want	you	to	go	on	to	do	some	kind	of	spiritual	acting	role.	Maybe	next	time	you’ll	be	a	paper	salesman	who	is	annoyingly	vocal	about	his	Baha’i	faith.	Finally,	Wilson	supplies	this	last	bit	of	gobsmacking
insanity	to	“prove”	that	god	exists.	This	is	the	best	example	because	his	atheist	friend	Phil	is	involved.	They	are	both	at	a	baseball	game	and	Wilson	is	telling	his	buddy	all	about	Wakan	Tanka	(Lakota	Sioux	creator	god)	and	how	he’s	so	excited	that	because	of	Wakan	Tanka,	god	is	starting	to	make	sense	to	him.	(Let’s	pause	for	a	moment	and	wonder	at
the	hubris	of	that	remark.	God,	the	omniscient,	the	omnipotent,	the	Alpha	and	Omega,	the	all-powerful,	He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named	of	mysterious	ways,	the	creator	of	fucking	everything,	is	starting	to	make	sense	to	Rainn	Wilson.	He’s	got	him	figured	out.)	Phil	says,	well,	pray	to	Wakan	Tanka	and	if	the	Yankees	win,	Wanka	Tanka	exists.	So	Wilson
prays	(out	loud)	and	just	as	he	finished	the	Yankees	won	the	game:	“We	were	stunned.	[Only	because	you’re	both	idiots.]	Our	jaws	dropped	like	oven	doors.	[Weird	description.]	We	both	looked	at	each	other	curiously.	Hmmmmm.	Okay,	it	most	certainly	could	have	been	a	coincidence.	[No,	I’m	sure	Wakan	Tanka	stopped	saving	kids	from	a	burning
building	to	help	the	Yankees	win.	Sucks	for	those	burned	up	kids,	but	hey!	The	Yankees	won!	Priorities.]	But	it	sure	got	my	mind	spinning	[because	you	are	an	idiot].	Even	skeptical	Phil	was	a	bit	agog”	(194).	If	Phil	was	impressed	by	that,	he’s	not	a	skeptic	or	an	atheist.The	last	chapter,	Soul	Pancakes,	reads	like	a	glossy	write-up	from	a	PR	pamphlet
to	sell	his	media	venture	to	gullible	readers	of	this	crappy	book.	He	mentions	how	many	“hits”	his	videos	get,	how	touching	and	beautiful	and	spiritually	uplifting	they	are…hurrah.	I	regret	reading	this	book.	I	hadn’t	wanted	to	spend	hours	writing	this	review,	but	I	was	so	disgusted	by	Rainn	Wilson’s	arrogance,	snobbery	and	lack	of	intelligence	that	I
was	compelled	to	shred	it.	His	half-assed	ignorant	religious	discussions	were	the	worst	part	of	the	book	and	I	am	offended	for	atheists	everywhere	when	Wilson	describes	himself	(even	temporarily)	as	being	an	atheist.	His	idea	of	god	was	a	scolding	old	man,	so	he	rejected	the	faith	of	his	parents	because	he	wanted	to	live	a	carefree	artsy	life.	Wilson,
none	of	this	makes	you	an	atheist.	It	makes	you	an	immature	child	rebelling	against	your	parents	(in	your	twenties,	btw),	insecure,	and	shallow.	Atheism	is	not	about	rebelling.	It	is	not	about	dying	your	hair	“midnight	black”	and	being	artsy	and	listening	to	Patti	Smith	and	Blondie	and	Lou	Reed	or	reading	artsy	poetry	and	books.	You’re	a	faker,	you
confuse	style	with	substance	and	I	don’t	see	that	by	the	end	of	the	book	(at	the	age	of	almost	50)	that	you’ve	progressed	much.	...more
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